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St. Peter’s Net 
  June 2021  

Our Vision:  
 

At St. Peter’s, 
we’re building a 
strong, multi-

generational faith  
community.  

St. Peter’s is Re-Opening! 
 
    We’re seeing it in so many places—and now, at St. Peter’s! Our church is reopen-
ing for in-person worship on Sunday, May 30th. The Council has worked out details 
of what we think will work most safely at the moment—with future relaxation on the 
specifics as pandemic conditions and Minnesota Health Dept (MHD) guidance will al-
low.  
 
    So, plan to meet up at 9:30 am at St. Peter’s on the 30th! It will be SO good to be 
together again!  

 
ST. PETER’S UCC RE-OPENING PLAN 

 
Given the easing of restrictions regarding COVID-19, the plan below outlines St. Pe-
ter’s re-opening and resumption of in-person worship. 
 
Please know that you are welcome to come to worship at St. Peter’s as you feel com-
fortable doing so. We would like everyone to feel welcome here. You are encouraged 
to NOT attend, though, if you have symptoms of illness in order to keep everyone 
safe and healthy.  
 
If you feel uncomfortable with the following guidance, please let a Council member 
or Pastor Nancy know so ideas for modification of this Plan can be considered.  
 
Re-opening Date: Sunday, May 30, 2021 
 
Summer Outdoor Worship:  
Weather permitting, worship will be held outdoors. Please bring you own chair and 
place it so you can maintain a social distance of at least six feet from others. Immedi-
ate family members are welcome to sit together as a family unit. Masks are encour-
aged for those who are not yet fully vaccinated. 
 
Indoor Worship:   
If it is raining, worship will be held in Kress Hall. Again, you will need to bring your 
own chair. Please enter and exit through the front door. (The kitchen door is availa-
ble for emergency use only.)  We’ll maintain social distancing of at least six feet 
(again, immediate family members may sit together as a unit.) Masking is required at 
all times when indoors at St. Peter’s. 
 
Music: 
Singing is still a part of worship life. Please listen for instructions regarding singing. 
 
Communion    
Packaged Communion Cups (with a wafers and disposable cup of juice) will be used 
in Communion at this time. The Cups will be distributed to worshippers as the Com-
munion service begins so we can all take the wafer and juice together. There will be 
receptacles available to collect the used Cups. 
 
Offering: 
Please mail your offering to the church or drop your envelope into the basket by the 
door. 
 
(continued on Page 3, top of page)  
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From Your Pastor 
     
     With the rollout of the COVID vaccine, the re-opening of so many venues (including 
churches!) and the sense of some “new normal” taking shape around us, there a lot of 
change in the air these days.  
 
    At the Council meeting in March, I told our SPUCC church leaders that I expected 
2021 would be my last year of ministry at St. Peter’s Church. On July 1st, I will mark 
my eight year anniversary of arriving at St. Peter’s. That’s a little longer than what 
studies of pastoral longevity have determined is the average time most pastors stay in 
any one congregation. So, in some ways, what I write below could be expected. 
 
    The question of “Is my work here at St. Peter’s done?” has been something I’ve been wondering, 
watching and praying about for some time. Long ago, as I searched for my first pastorate, I learned that 
every church has a challenge—and the question for pastors is to discern whether or not they are the in-
dividual with the skills and God-given abilities to meet the challenge at that time. I came to St. Peter’s as 
your “transitional pastor” and felt I could help through what looked like a relatively long “transition” time 
and process. So we decided I would stay and I proceeded to work with you on many aspects of church 
vitality and mission. I would say some things “took” and some things didn’t. Along the way I’ve offered 
my best efforts, pastorally and personally.  And now, it seems to me, it’s time for some new pastoral 
leader to come to lead you. My hope is that they will bring the skills to respond well to you’re the chal-
lenge(s) before you.  
     
    Through mutual agreement, the Council and I have decided my last day of ministry at St. Peter’s will 
be Sunday, August 1st. Until then I’ll be around, as always, to provide pastoral care and worship leader-
ship, to be involved in church activities, keep up the communication channels (particularly the website 
and newsletter) and to advise the Council. I’ve been vaccinated (and I hope you have too) so I’ll be 
available to you, as I have been, by text, email and/or phone—and (still with appropriate precautions) in
-person. Just be in touch and we can set up the time and place to get together.  
 

I expect that we’ll take some time in June and July to celebrate the good times, good work and 
good friendships we’ve had together. And I understand some kind of “festivities” might be planned for 
August 1st at St. Peter’s —and I hope you will come.  

 
I expect you might have thoughts or questions; please free to talk with me about this develop-

ment. My own thoughts revolve around the ideas of “leaving well” (that is, with thoughtful goodbyes 
and a good “set-up” for my successor so that pastor can jump in with two feet and move forward with 
you in faith and discernment) and “journeying on” to find a new congregation to be a part of. (For, with 
the arrival of August 1st, my contact and sharing of time, support and ongoing contact with you will end 
so your new pastor can come and receive your focus and love.)  

You will hear again from me once more in the July NET. But for now a blessing: On our journeys 
—whether solo or shared—may God, who is rainbow and pillar of support, keep us always in protec-
tive love and in peace. Let us add to that our “Amen”!!  

Once (or Twice) Again—Let’s Talk! 
 
   Let’s Talk, our connection and support group for mental wellness, is open to anyone and everyone. (Yes, 
we mean it!) The topics change with each gathering—but the atmosphere is always welcoming with time for 
check-in’s, small group chatting, a few moments for learning and open conversation before we close.  
 
The time is 7 to 8:30 pm and in we’ll meet—on Zoom—twice during the month of June.  
 
Friday evening, June 4th — Let’s Talk for Animal Lovers 
 
Friday evening, June 25th— The Power of Habits  
 
Watch for the Zoom link in a Mid-Week Update or contact Pastor Nancy to get a link (wiswans@comcast.net 
or 651-366-9093). Please join us—and Let’s Talk! 
                                                                                         - Pastor Nancy and the W.I.S.E. Team 

 

Let’s                   Talk 

    Pastor Nancy 
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St. Peter’s Re-Opening Plan (continued) and 
News from Your Church Leaders 

New Beginnings in 2021 
 

   As you have probably heard by now, Pastor Nancy has decided to retire, and her last 
day as St. Peter’s UCC pastor is July 31, 2021. She has been with us for over 8 years 
and we are thankful for all that she has contributed to our community and congrega-
tion. This will be a nice time for Pastor Nancy to enjoy her life in a new direction.   
 
    This also means that St. Peter’s will be having some all-church conversations re-
garding discernment and the direction that St. Peter’s is being called in. The Council has been 
having some initial conversations, and we have been in contact with the MN Conference UCC to 
assist us with next steps.  We are at a time where we must decide if there is energy and enthusi-
asm to work through these changes and continue on in some capacity, or if we are at a point 
where closing our doors is necessary. This process will be emotional for many of us, and we are 
asking everyone to speak up and work with us to make decisions for St. Peter’s UCC’s future. 
Please watch for invitations to All-Congregation conversations, and please make yourself available 
to attend and participate. We have always needed each one of you; but now, more than ever.   
 
    2021 is already feeling hopeful for me in so many ways. I have been vaccinated, I am seeing 
friends and family again, my boys have only two more weeks of being a kindergartner and second 
grader, and my daughter only has one month left of being a one year-old (although the part about 
my kids is very bittersweet). Change can be difficult, and the more we can support and rely on 
each other (as I’m sure most of us can attest first-hand to this over the past 18 months), the bet-
ter the outcome. Let’s look at change right now as new beginnings and rally together to make 
things happen. We are all members of St. Peter’s United Church of Christ in Stillwater for a rea-
son, right? Let’s talk about it and move forward together. Please contact me for any questions, 
comments, or information related to the discernment process, or if you are willing or able to be-
come involved in this process (Kbuberl.bettin@gmail.com)  
                                                                                                                       - Kaira 

Highlights of the May Church Council meeting… 
 

1. The St. Croix Kids Early Childhood Center (SCKECC) contract for May 2021-April 31, 2022 has 
been renewed. 

2. Pastor Nancy will be attending the MN Conference UCC Annual Meeting on Zoom. Workshops 
are during the week. The cost is $50. Two lay delegates may attend. If interested, contact Pas-
tor Nancy before the May 31st registration deadline. 

3. Financial processes were presented by Kathleen and Kaira. Gina has agreed to do the scanning 
of bills mailed to the church. The Treasurer position is still open if anyone is interested. 

4. Council is working on the Future of St. Peter’s with our two MN Conference UCC Associate Con-
ference Ministers. 

5. Pastor Nancy will be concluding her ministry at St. Peter’s on Aug. 1st. 
6. We hope to have outdoor worship services this summer. 

Help is needed to make this possible.  - Cindy Baker, Council Secretary 

St. Peter’s Re–Opening Plan (continued)  
 
At the End of Worship: 
Worshippers will be dismissed from the back to front of the worship space. If we are inside, please leave the 
building through the front door immediately after you are dismissed. You are welcome to visit with others 
outside the building if you wish, following the guidelines under Outdoor Worship (social distancing and masks 
encouraged).  
 
Fellowship: 
There will be no visiting or social gathering inside the church building until further MHD guidance indicates it 
is safe to do so.  (Restrooms inside the church will remain open for use, if needed.) No coffee or water will 
be available at the church. You are welcome to gather to visit outside with social distancing. 
 
Cleaning: 
After each occasion of worship or use of the building service door handles, chairs and bathrooms will be 
wiped down. Hand sanitizer will be available. 

mailto:Kbuberl.bettin@gmail.com
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Church Clean-Up Day, Sat., May 22nd—Thanks to All who Helped! 
 

Left: Cindy works on the weeds. 

Right: Kathleen 
challenges the 
unwanted trees.  

Above: Dave and Vince take a break. 

Kid’s  
  Coloring 
         Page 

Jesus included people of ALL kinds in his circle of friends. So, can you color this page to include kids of dif-
ferent races, abilities (or disabilities) and personalities? (Here’s a hint: You could add another kid some-

where on the page.)   
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   June 2021 

 

 
 1 2 

 

3 4 

 
7pm - Let’s 
Talk on Zoom 

5 

 

6 

    9:30 am—In-
Person Worship at  
St. Peter’s (out-
doors, or, if rain-
ing, in Kress Hall) 
 

7 
 

8 9 

 

 

 

5:45pm—
Church Council 

10 

 

11 
 

12 
 

13     
9:30 am—In-

Person Worship at  
St. Peter’s (out-
doors, or, if rain-
ing, in Kress Hall) 
 

11 am—WISE 
Team 

14 15 16 17 18 19 

 

20  FATHER’S DAY 
 

9:30 am—In-
Person Worship at  
St. Peter’s (out-
doors, or, if rain-
ing, in Kress Hall) 

 

4pm—Trail           

            Cleanup 

21 
 

22 23 

 

24 25 

 

 
 

7pm - Let’s 
Talk on Zoom 

26 
 

 

27 ONA Sunday 
 

9:30 am—In-
Person Worship at  
St. Peter’s (out-
doors, or, if rain-
ing, in Kress Hall) 

 

28 

 
29 30    

Thank You from Lyle and Helen Stoltz-Wood  
 

    Please accept our thanks for the cards and sympathy ex- 
 tended to our family as we celebrated the life and memory  
 of Evelyn (our “Aunt Evie”) on May 1st. And thank you to  
 Pastor Nancy for her presence and leadership at the  
 memorial service and interment in St. Paul. It gave us joy  
 and comfort to  know you cared.                                                                              
                                                                            - Lyle and Helen 

As We Wrap Up Every Sunday Zoom Worship, 
a big thank you to... 
 
 Barb Bickford, who hosting and guiding Zoom 

worship most every week. 
 Kathleen Dennison and Tor Thorsen for hosting 

Zoom when Barb wasn’t there. 
 Debi Orff for her inspiring Sunday morning con-

tributions of pre-recorded worship music... 

Minnesota Conference UCC Virtual Annual Meeting (with workshops Mon.–Thurs., Open-
ing Session on Fri., Keynote and Break-outs on Sat. and All-Conference Worship on Sun-
day. 

 
   ...and to all the generous and dedicated donors of 
St. Peter’s who have continued to send in regular 

contributions to the church.  
 

      Your support for our mission and ministry is 
much very much appreciated.  

Notes  
 

of 
 

Thanks 
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St. Peter's United Church of Christ 

111 Orleans Street East 

Stillwater, MN  55082 

Brown’s Creek Trail Clean-up In June 
  
   Sunday, May 23rd was our second Brown's Creek Train clean-up of the 
year. The weather was questionable earlier in the day but it eventually turned 
lovely and a small crew ventured out to enjoy the fresh air. We were glad we 
did because the wildflowers were out in force. Among others we saw Nodding 
Trilliums (pictured to the right) and columbines (below).   
 
   Our next clean-up day is Sunday, June 20th. As usual we'll gather at 
Schulenberg Park (Hazel St. and 2nd St. N.) at 4 pm. We will walk the 1 mile section, picking up 
trash as we go, and then walk back on the other side of the trail picking up more trash. Depending 
on the group and how fast they want to go, this can be done in an hour - 90 minutes.  

  
    Bring gloves and a bag (I usually bring a Cub or Kwik Trip bag) for the   
 trash you collect, and maybe some water especially if the day is hot. Based  
 on the changes in guidelines, if you are vaccinated there is no need for a  
 mask, although I still usually take one with me just in case. It's helpful if you  
 let me know you are planning to be there by or text (contact info below) so  
 we don’t leave without anyone. 
  

 
    Watch for a reminder and more details a day or two before the 20th. If the weather is not cooper-
ative we will reschedule for later in the month.  
 
    I hope to see you out on the trail!                                                        
                                                                  - Kathleen Dennison, Council Rep for Outreach, 
                                                                       kadennison@msn.com, 651-303-4794 

mailto:kadennison@msn.com

